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New Jersey Law Pertaining to Certifying a Fetal Death
New Jersey law as it pertains to fetal death specifies that a burial or removal permit shall be  
required for every fetal death provided that 20 or more weeks of gestation have elapsed before 
delivery. Meaning, that if a woman is more than 20 weeks into her pregnancy at the time of fetal 
death, a death certificate must be filed.
Occasionally, families may request burial or cremation of the fetus prior to the 20 week mark. 
Fetal deaths that occur prior to 20 weeks of gestation may still have a death certificate and/or  
burial permit filed at the family’s request, but it is not required by law. These filings however,  
will not count toward any statistical recording of this adverse delivery. 

Section 26:6-11 - Certificate of Fetal Death
A certificate of fetal death containing such items as shall be listed on fetal death certificate forms 
provided or approved by the department under the authority of subsection c. of R.S. 26:8-24, and  
a burial or removal permit, shall be required for every fetal death; provided that 20 or more weeks  
of gestation have elapsed before the delivery.
No midwife shall sign a certificate for a fetal death; but any fetal death occurring without attendance 
of a physician or an advanced practice nurse shall be treated as a death without medical attendance, 
as provided in R.S. 26:6-9.
The department shall take appropriate action to ensure that any certificate of fetal death required by 
this section is prepared in accordance with, and contains information that satisfies, the provisions 
of P.L. 2013, c. 217(C.26:8-40.27 et seq.), designated as the “Autumn Joy Stillbirth Research and 
Dignity Act,” and the current federal standards for fetal death certification and fetal death reporting, 
as adopted, amended, and supplemented by the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
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STEP 1: The first step for registering a fetal death always begins with a clerk or admin role. 
The clerk will sign into VERI-NJ by selecting from the drop down the facility, or facility group, 
where the fetal death occurred, or the office in which the patient was being treated for their 
pregnancy/complications.
To enter the selected facility, click on the facility’s name under the green “Fetal Death Registration 
System” bar.

Image 1: Selection screen for a clinic/doctor’s office data admin user. This role is typically for a 
clerical person within their office or a nurse (non-certifying personnel). 

 
STEP 2: To begin a new record, click “Start a Fetal Death Registration” as seen on the bottom center 
of Image 2.

Image 2: Pending Release Cases

STOP 1: HEALTHCARE CLERK/ADMIN
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STEP 3: The record type will auto populate with your correct role based on how you are registered 
with VERI-NJ. As such, the clerk/admin will select “clinic/doctor’s office/urgent care”.

Image 3: Initiate Record Screen

STEP 4: The clerk/admin will fill in the routine pregnancy questions, including the mother’s name 
and date of birth. Ensure that this information is accurate because cases can be searched by the 
mother’s name later on.
Then, select “Create Fetal Death Record”.

Image 4: Create Fetal Death Record Screen

STEP 5: Pregnancy History
Once you have initiated the new fetal death record, the navigation pane will appear on the left side 
of your screen. These steps do not have to be completed in order, but doing so will ensure that all 
of the necessary fields have been completed before passing the case off to the next handler. 
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Image : Pregnancy history, prenatal care and physical assessments

Image 6: Prenatal History
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Image 7: Pregnancy History

Image 8: Physical Assessments

In the physical assessments section of this screen, if you input atypical responses to fields such as 
height and weight (which is likely with a fetal death), the system will require you to verify that those 
answers are in fact correct (see Image 8).
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Once you have verified any atypical responses you can select the “save” button and move on to 
prenatal risks section.

Image 9: Atypical Response Verification

Step 6: Pregnancy Risks
Next, you will be asked to select any and all medical risk factors the mother may have had during 
the pregnancy. If there are none, or if the information is unknown, you must select either “None of 
the above” or “unknown” to proceed.

Image 10: Prenatal Risks
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You will next select if any of the following medications or prenatal vitamins were taken during the 
mother’s pregnancy. If any medications are checked, you may be prompted for more information. 

Image 11: Prenatal Medications

Lab results are requested next. A selection is required in this field which has options for both 
“unknown” and “not obtained”.

Image 12: Prenatal Labs and Procedures
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You will then select any obstetric tests that were performed during the pregnancy and the total 
number of ultrasounds performed. This is a required field, so if no ultrasounds were performed 
a “0” should be entered into the field.

Image 13: Obstetric Tests

Image 14: Ultrasounds Performed
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STEP 7: Prenatal Exposure
The next step takes you through any prenatal exposure that the mother may have had during the 
pregnancy including tobacco use, alcohol and drug use, and environmental exposures. No additional 
pop-ups or fields will appear requesting more information on these selections. 

Image 1 : Prenatal Exposures

STEP 8: Labor and Delivery
Labor and delivery details are next. Delivery type will be the first question asked. The drop down 
for delivery type (see Image 16) will depend on the type of facility that is completing this record. 
Vaginal could be the option for a clinic, but a cesarean would only be available as an option at a 
hospital. 
At the bottom of Image 16 there is a section for “Planned or Scheduled termination”.  
For pregnancies under 20 weeks gestation, you would select “No”.  
For pregnancies over 20 weeks gestation, you would select “Yes – Fetus not alive at time of 
termination”.
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Image 16: Labor and delivery

Image 17: Planned or Scheduled Termination

Remember:
Fetus alive at time of termination – Regardless of gestation, this is considered an induced 
termination and is not included in state numbers for any statistical reporting. 
Fetus not alive at time of termination – This is a removal of remains following a spontaneous 
loss and may or may not be considered a reportable fetal demise depending on gestation  
(20 weeks or greater). 
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The delivery details section will notify you if the completed weeks and days of gestation is less than 
20 weeks and will require you to verify this information before proceeding (Image 18).

Image 18: Delivery Details

Image 19: Gestation Verification

Image 20: Fetal Characteristics

After completing the fetal characteristics at delivery, click “save” to continue on to the next section.
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Step 9: Maternal Postpartum Depression Screening
Complete the fields as they relate to the screening of postpartum depression in the mother, then 
click “save” to continue.

Image 21: Maternal PPD

Step 10: Fetal Death Record
The fetal death record has now been created, and you can begin filling out the appropriate fields that 
apply to the fetal death.

Image 22: New Fetal Death Record - Initiated
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You will then enter the fetus information including last name, first name (if known), time and place 
of delivery, and the information of the informant.

Image 23: Fetus Information

Step 11: Medical Certification
Finally, you will enter the name or license number of the medical certifier to certify the fetal death 
record. 
Designate the medical certifier in the Medical Certification section.

Image 24: Certifier of Fetal Death
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Image 2 : Final Medical Certifier of Fetal Death

Image 26: Medical Certifier Details 

 
 
 

Image 27: Medical Certification Pending

Once completed, click “save” and this will notify the physician that the clerk is finished establishing 
the record.
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Step 1: Medical Certifier Login
Once the medical certifier logs in to the Fetal Death Registration System, you will find the pending 
records for medical certification is ordered from oldest to newest records. The fetal deaths will 
always be listed under the mother’s name.
Medical certifier login – always select Medical Certifiers of New Jersey

Image 1: Medical Certification Pending

Step 2: Cause of Fetal Death
The medical certifier is only responsible for completing the “cause of fetal death” section.

Image 2: Cause of Fetal Death

STOP 2: MEDICAL CERTIFIER
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You will first select from the drop-down menu the one initiating cause or condition that most likely 
began the sequence of events resulting in the death of the fetus.

Image 3: Initiating Cause

You will then select the estimated time of death from the next drop-down menu.

Image 4: Estimated Time of Fetal Death

Finally, you will complete the remaining fetal examination details and click “save” to move on to 
certification.
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Image : Fetal Examination Details

You will then review the details of the certification of fetal death and click “certify” when all details 
are verified.

Image 6: Medical Certification Pending

Image 7: Certification
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Once you certify the record it will no longer appear in your pending medical certification queue.

 

Image 8: Fetal Death Record Certified 
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Funeral Home Users
Step 1: Finding a Fetal Death Record
After you login to the Fetal Death Registration System, you will see a list of pending fetal death 
records assigned to your funeral home. To search for a new record, click “perform a search”, which 
will take you to the search function.

Image 1: Login Screen

Image 2: Pending Fetal Death Records

While you can search by any of the fields listed, the best options are to search by EFR number or the 
date of delivery. Fill out the search field of your choice, then click “search” to bring up results.

STOP 3: FUNERAL DIRECTOR
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Image 3: Search Fetal Death Records

Image 4: Search Options
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Once you find the record you are seeking, click the “claim record” button in the top left corner. 

Image : Search Record

Image 6: Select Record

You will once again be prompted to claim the record; you will click the green “claim record” button.

Image 7: Claim Record
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Once the record has been claimed you will be taken back to your list of pending records. Click on 
“return to record”. This will take you to the fields to complete the disposition and AFD sections of 
the record.

Image 8: Return to record

STEP 2: Demographics
You will then be prompted to complete the maternal demographic information. This section is 
required by the funeral director. 

Image 9: Maternal Demographics
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Next, you will be asked if the paternal information is available. While this section is not required, if 
the information is available, select yes and continue to enter the father’s information.

Image 10: Father’s Information

Then, you will review the fetus information and add any additional information you may have, 
including adding or changing the name of the fetus. 

Image 11: Fetus Information
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Step 3: Method of Disposition
You will next select from the drop-down menu the method of disposition. Please note, for a burial or 
cremation in another state you should select “removal from state”.

Image 12: Method of Disposition
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Step 4: Verify Facility
Next you will verify that the facility and location, along with their details, are correct.

Image 13: Verify Facility

Image 14: Select Funeral Home Director

Image 15: Cemetery/Crematorium Information
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Once you have verified the information, click “save”. You will then click the red “AFD” button seen 
below. You will be prompted to affirm that the information is correct and that you are in fact, the 
authorized and licensed funeral director for the record. 

      Image 16: Certify

At this point you will be able to download and print the Attestation of Fetal Death (AFD) by clicking 
the green “AFD FD” button on the bottom left.

Image 17: Attestation of Fetal Death
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Once you have printed the AFD, you can confirm the legal release of the record to the local registrar 
by clicking the green “Legal Release Now” button.

Image 18: Confirm Legal Release
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Registrar Users
Step 1: Logging in to VERI-NJ
Registrars will select their municipality and be brought to their list of cases pending registrar 
acceptance (see Image 1) 

Image 1: Select Facility or Facility Group

Image 2: Pending Registrar Acceptance

STOP 4: REGISTRAR
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Step 2: You will select the case by clicking on the mother’s name and the new fetal death record 
page will open. This page can be reviewed but not amended by the Registrar at this stage.

Image 3: New Fetal Death Record

Step 3: After reviewing the new case, you can click on the green “AFD” button on the left side of 
your screen followed by the teal “Download/Print Burial Permit” button. This will open a PDF 
preview of the Burial Permit that must be printed for the funeral home of record. You may do this  
at the time of record review, or after acceptance by returning to the record. 

Image 4: Attestation of Fetal Death



V E R I - N J  F E TA L  D E AT H  G U I D E B O O K  2 0 2 6  •  3 1

Step 4: After reviewing the record, click “Accept” or “Reject” in the upper left of your screen 
(Image 3). If you reject the record, you will need to specify the reason for rejection. If you accept  
the record, you will be prompted to confirm the acceptance. You will tick the box confirming that 
you have reviewed the information and verify that it is correct and then click on the teal “accept” 
button. This action will register the new fetal death record. 

Image : Accepting a Fetal Death Record

Step 5: You will now be redirected to the registered fetal death record. Click “Print Certificate”  
in the top left corner.

 
Image 6: Registered Fetal Death Record
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Step 6: You will be presented with three possible fetal death certificates. The preferred default 
should be the “Certificate of Still Birth”. However, long and short form fetal death certificates 
are available if requested. Select the certificate you wish to print, enter the number of copies 
(up to 5 copies), and select the teal “print” button to print the certificate.

Image 7: Printing Fetal Death Certificates
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A “Certificate of Birth Resulting in Stillbirth” will be printed and can serve as the burial permit for 
the fetus.

 		         Image 8: Example of Final Certificate of Birth Resulting in Stillbirth
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RESOURCES
Requests for access to the VERI system can be sent to VERINJ_Admin@doh.nj.gov with the below 
requested information. If emailing from a shared email address (ex. info@NameOfFacility.com), 
please also provide a unique email address. 

Funeral Directors 
	 • Name of Funeral Director 
	 • License Number 
	 • Name of Funeral Home 
	 • Email Address

	 * �If there are other funeral directors in the same funeral home, a full list of users  
can also be sent in one email.

Municipal Registrars  
	 • Name 
	 • Registrar Title  
	 • CMR Number (if applicable)

Medical Certifiers 
	 • Name 
	 • License Number  
	 • Address on License

If you need to establish a clinic or private practice, please also include the following:  
	 • Practice Name 
	 • Practice Address 
	 • Name of an Administrator/Clerk 
	 • Email Address for Administrator/Clerk

For support with the VERI-NJ System:
VERINJ_Admin@doh.nj.gov  
Or call OVSR at 866.649.8726

For support with the EDRS System:
EDRSsupport@doh.nj.gov 
Or call the EDRS Hotline at 877.797.4796

The New Jersey State Funeral Directors Association offers a Manager of the Day Program that 
provides guidance on funeral service and industry-related questions and concerns. The NJSFDA  
does NOT provide legal advice but does offer information on funeral service law and regulations.
The Manager of the Day can be reached between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday 
at 800.734.3712 or online via online form at njsfda.org. 
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